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• Cancer Strategy

• Regimen development 

• Guidance documents, e.g.

• Oncology Medication Safety Review Report 2014

• OAM Model of Care Recommendations 2018

• SACT Model of Care 2022

• NCCP Technology Review Committee

• Workforce planning / Service planning 

• Education 

• Molecular diagnostics 

• National Cancer Information System (NCIS)

NCCP Systemic Therapy Programme 



• Key enabler of safe & quality treatment of patients with SACT

• Support safe, evidence based treatment

• Standardised national approach

• Don’t direct care

• Standard template

• >480 regimens 

• Includes oral anti-cancer medicines

• Robust Development/ Approval Process

• Lead clinician and HCPs

• Available on NCCP website

NCCP National SACT Regimens



Role of the Pharmacist in supporting patients 

• Hospital and Community

• Across cancer continuum

• NCCP resource page on website

Community Pharmacy Resources

•Treatment Indication 

•Treatment / Dosing 

Information

•Eligibility

•Exclusion Criteria

•Tests 

•Dose Modifications

•Supportive Care

•Adverse Effects / 

Regimen Specific 

Complications

•Drug Interactions



• Ipsos MRBI Survey 2023:

o Most trusted healthcare professional group

o 96% level of trust 

• IPU Pharmacy Usage and Attitudes Survey 2023:

o 39% see their pharmacist as most important healthcare professional

o Patients attend pharmacies more frequently than the GP

• WHO systematic review: 

o Community health workers have a high potential to represent a cost-effective 

approach to the delivery of primary care services in a variety of contexts

Pharmacists – significant public influence



• Significant role in supporting the public to:

o Reduce their cancer risk 

o Act on potential signs / symptoms of cancer

o Support patients receiving treatment for their cancer 

o Support patients living with and beyond cancer 

• Role has evolved, due to increased use of:

o Systemic anti-cancer therapy (SACT) – due to ↑ in treatment options and incidence / prevalence

o Supportive therapy for management of side effects and co-morbidities 

o Oral anti-cancer medicines (OAM)

• Research has shown that community pharmacists would welcome increased educational support

Proposal to support them by providing a Cancer Care Champion Pharmacist Resource

Community pharmacists in cancer care – evolving role



• A cancer education resource for pharmacists to enable them to enhance 

the care they provide to the general public and to their patients with cancer

oFocus is on community pharmacists but open to all pharmacists

• Supports a number of the recommendations of: NCCP Oncology Medication 

Safety Review 2014, NCCP OAM Model of Care 2018, National Cancer Strategy 2017-

2026, NCCP Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy (SACT) Model of Care 2022, Slaintecare

IIOP / NCCP Cancer Care Champion 
Pharmacist Resource Programme 


