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Outline

• The Journey So Far

• Expert Taskforce

• Community Pharmacy Expansion Implementation 

Oversight Group & its subgroups

• Engagement with key stakeholders 

• Legislative Reform

• Media Campaign

• What Comes Next 
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The Journey So Far

2023

• Taskforce established 
July 2023

• Interim report 
November 2023

2024

• Final report published 
August 2024

• IOG established 
September 2024

2025

• IOG put the key 
enablers in place to 
facilitate the 
establishment of the 
Common Conditions 
Service
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Work of the Pharmacy Taskforce

• Phase 1: Empowering pharmacists to extend prescriptions

⎼ Recommendations published in November 2023

⎼ Extension of max validity period from 6 to 12 months in March 

2024

• Phase 2: Empowering dependent pharmacist prescribing

⎼ Recommendations published in August 2024

⎼ Extension to common conditions prescribing ongoing

• Phase 3: Empowering independent pharmacist prescribing

⎼ Extension to models of independent pharmacist prescribing 

across primary and secondary care
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Taskforce Recommendations

Overarching 
Recommendations

Patient and Public 
Involvement

Regulatory 
Framework and 

Legislative 
Amendments

Leadership and 
Governance

Education and 
Training

Operational and 
Infrastructure 

Resourcing 
Requirements

Communication and 
Engagement

Research and 
Review
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Workstream 1:
Development of 

Protocols for 
Common Conditions 

Service

Workstream 4:
Secondary Legislation to 

Enable the Common 
Conditions Service

Workstream 3:
Delivery of the Service, 

Operational Aspects

Workstream 2:
Education and Training 

for Pharmacists and 
Regulatory Matters

Workstream 6:
Communication Plan for 

the Public and Healthcare 
Professionals 

Workstream 5:
Implementation Enablers 

for Contraceptive 
Prescribing

HSE Clinical Subgroup 
(Supporting 

Workstreams 1 & 5)

PPI sub-group 
(supporting the work of 

all workstreams)

Communications sub-
group (Supporting 

workstream 6)

Implementation Oversight Group 
(IOG)
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Engagement with key stakeholders
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Legislative Reform
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Media Campaign

Workstream 6:
Communication Plan 

for the Public and 
Healthcare 

Professionals 

IIOP to hold webinar on November 6th

Press Release to issue from DoH mid-November

Public Awareness Campaign go-live in early 2026
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What comes next for the IOG

Workstream 5:
Implementation Enablers 

for Contraceptive 
Prescribing

Workstream 3:
Delivery of the Service, 

Operational Aspects

Publication of operational guidance & FAQs following 

feedback received today

Development of key enablers for contraceptive prescribing 

by pharmacists

Workstream 6:
Communication Plan for 

the Public and Healthcare 
Professionals 

Publication of press release (November) & public awareness 

campaign (2026)

Workstream 2:
Education and Training for 

Pharmacists and 
Regulatory Matters

Publication of the education and training 
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What comes next for pharmacists

Participate in the training when available  

Consider and respond to the HSE circular once published 

Consider volunteering to become a data champion 



Many thanks! 
Please get in touch with us at pharmacyexpansion@health.gov.ie 
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